
Trends in British-Ottoman diplomatic gift-exchange, 1693-1810 

 

This paper will examine the concept of gift-giving between the British 

and the Ottomans in the "long" eighteenth century, with particular emphasis 

on British gifts to the Ottoman court. Gift-giving was a crucial aspect of 

European nations' relations with the Ottoman state, establishing personal 

relations, gaining influence, and show-casing merchandize. Through an 

analysis of the financial records of the Levant Company, individual 

Ambassadors, and the Civil List, as well as correspondence, a database has been 

constructed of British gifts to Ottoman officials for the majority of the period.  

The first area under examination will be some of the theory behind the 

Ottoman and British notions of diplomatic gift-exchange. This is followed by a 

discussion on the methodology of tracking long-term trends, establishing the 

currencies used, and an indication of relative costs.  

Following a brief examination of Ottoman gifts to the British, there will 

be an examination of the long term trends in British gift-giving, for total gifts 

and for specific major diplomatic occasions. This will be contextualized with 

the most significant events in Ottoman-British relations of the period, 

demonstrating the how gift-giving provides a quantitative and qualitative 

indication of changing relations between the two politics.  

The final section will examine the "height" of British gift-giving to the 

Ottomans in the first half of the eighteenth century, looking at specific types of 

gifts given such as timepieces, food, and medicine. This aims to show not only 

the variety of gifts given, but also the changing interests of the Ottoman court 

in British goods and the goods British merchants sought to market. 

This research, although ongoing, endeavours to provided a "social" as 

well as financial history of British-Ottoman history in the "long" eighteenth 

century. In sum this paper will attempt to show how the rich financial records 

available for this period, when combined with correspondence, can improve, 

explain, and deepen understanding of the changing relations between the 

British and the Ottomans.   
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