
Ottoman Empire and the political activity of England in the Central Asia in 

the 19th century 

 

In the beginning of the second half of the 19th century the policy of Russia, 

aimed at controlling the Central Asian Khanates, put under the serious danger the 

plans of England and Ottoman Empire in this region. That time conflicts took 

place not only between Khanates, but also between officials in the country. Using 

this situation, Russia, under the leadership of V.Perovskiy attacked the Oumachit 

fortress. 

The Khan of Khiva, Allakulikhan, feeling the danger of Russian invasion, 

sent ambassadors to Ottoman Empire and England and asked for help. The Khan 

of Khiva didn’t receive any message from the Ottomen and English officers Abbot 

and Shakespeare visited his residence. They noted that the Khan of Khiva should 

release all the Russian prisoners in the capital city, in order to eliminate the 

reasons for future confrontation. As a result, Perovskiy, indeed, had to delay the 

invasion of Khiva. Having seen that the danger was eliminated, Allakulikhan sent 

an ambassador to Istanbul, named KutbiddinKhoja, and informed about the 

situation. 

In 1840 the English government sent Konolly to Khiva and Kokand, 

Stoddard to Bukhara. But Konolly and Stoddard on the order of the Emir of 

Bukhara were arrested. England tried to release its officers via Khiva Khanate. Not 

having got any results, Ottomans had address. 

In order to define the destiny of Konolly and Stoddard, England decided to 

send its scientists to Bukhara, Khiva and Kokand. On the 3rd of November 1844 

from the name of this committee Joseph Wolf, known as a scientist and traveler, 

was sent to Istanbul. The ambassador of England in Istanbul, S.Kenning, prepared 

all the necessary documents for Joseph Wolf for his trip to Bukhara. The letter of 

Ottoman Sultan written to the Emir of Bukhara and the Khans of Kokand and 

Khiva was the document which confirmed that Wolf was under the protection of 

Ottoman Sultan. This document was the proof of England in cooperation with 



Ottoman Empire being against Russian invasion and aiming at uniting the Central 

Asian Khanates. 

In the middle of the 19th century the English Representatives started their 

activities in Bukhara and Khiva. Also, the same time three military masters were 

sent from Istanbul to Khiva Khanate. Two of the masters were Turk and the third 

was English. Russia tried to eliminate the activities of the Ottoman Empire and 

England in the Central Asia immediately. 

In 1862 the representatives of English government arrived to Bukhara and 

took measures in the establishment of steamer traffic on Amudarya. On the 20th 

of July 1863 the commander of Orenburg corps informed the Minister of External 

Relations about the arrival of the English to Bukhara, about being unable to get the 

informationon the negotiations, and about supposing that it was on the issue of 

Amudarya. 

Russia tried to prevent the enforcement of influence of England in the 

Central Asia with the help of the Ottoman Empire. At the end of 1868, England 

sent a Turkish scientist, SuaviAfandi, to the Central Asia, in order to learn the 

conditions in the region. The letter from N.Ignatyev to the Minister of External 

Relations, R.Gorchakov, written of the 5th of January 1869 informed that 

SuaviAfandi was assigned two tasks. After SuaviAfandi a representative of the 

Ottoman government, SuleymanAfandi, travels to Bukhara through Kabul. 

In 1877 the Ottoman Sultan, Abdulkhamid II, sent his ambassadors to 

Bukhara and Kabul. In his letter he wrote: “With the name of our prophet, I say 

that the English people will not do you any harm. We fight against the Russians 

together”. After the tsarist Russia established a full control in the Central Asia, the 

government administratives tried not to give any opportunity for the Ottoman 

government to establish the social and political relations. Consequently, at the end 

of the 19th century the Ottoman government in cooperation with England tried to 

enhance its activities in the Central Asia.  
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