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The late nineteenth century was the time when significant proximity was witnessed between 
the Ottoman Empire and Europe particularly in trade relations. Actually as historical 
economic indicators demonstrate, in this period a considerable increase took place in the 
volume of exchange, between the Ottoman Empire and many European countries due to the 
capitulations and trade concessions which was granted to the foreign countries as well as 
liberal commercial treaties. 
 
As the export and import relations with European countries intensified, the traditional units of 
measurements have become the most crucial matter of confusion. Because of the lack of 
standard unit of measurement, tensions between the foreign and local commercials appeared 
in this period.  
 
By the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the Empire decided to adopt the metric systems 
of Europe in order to overcome the confusions and tried to introduce this new system to all of 
its provinces. Actually, as oppose to the orthodox Turkish history writing, the official 
Ottomans archival sources reveal that international unit of measurements such as kilograms, 
meter and liter had already been known and used (at least in some part of the Empire) before 
the proclamation of the Republic. For this purpose, leading and accelerating the integration 
process Ottoman governors and bureaucrats attended to international conferences and 
intended follow the worldwide trend. The 1875 General Conference on Weights and Measures 
which was held in Sevres-Paris takes very important place at this point because of the fact that 
world countries ultimately agreed on the need for standardization measurement system in this 
conference. 
 
The purpose of this paper is to analyze the integration process of the Empire into the 
international metric system by 1875, in the light of the Ottoman archival sources and within 
the context of the urgent needs of commercial activities of that era.    


